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A  very warm welcome to Labour Party 
Conference 2021 to each and every one 
of you. I am so thrilled that we are at 
last able to meet face to face, not least 
because this conference could not come 
at a more important time for the country 
and for our party.

The country stands at a crossroads. As we 
emerge from the pandemic, we have a choice. 
Either we repeat the mistakes of the past 
11 years of Tory government that left our 
economy and our public services weak and 
unprepared for the shock of Coronavirus or 
we can re-set to create a better future. In 
the days ahead my team and I will be setting 
out our vision for the kind of Britain we want 
to see: a Britain where we can all expect our 
children and grandchildren to have better 
opportunities than we had, wherever we live, 
whatever background we come from.

We can only create this successful modern 
Britain if we seize this moment. The next 
decade will be decisive in whether and  
how we meet the challenges of our time.  
The decisions government makes now will 
make the difference to whether we succeed 
for the next generation or whether we fail 
them. I am not prepared to fail our children 
and grandchildren. 

Our party stands at a crossroads, too.  
The next general election is one that we  
must win. I am putting us all on a war footing 
now. It is up to each of us to demonstrate we 
are ready to govern. That we have a winning 
team which will take this country forward.  
And show that the values we share are those 
of the British people. 

Putting our values into practice in government 
means we can bring about the changes to 
our economy and society that the country is 

“ We can only create 
this successful 
modern Britain 
if we seize this 
moment. ”

calling out for. This Conference is a chance 
to shape that future platform. Resetting the 
economy, so that work provides security and 
opportunity in jobs close to where people live. 
A world-class education that sets children up 
for life. A clean, green and safe environment, 
because Labour leads a fair transition to a 
green economy.

Despite the Tories’ failure that has let so 
many people down, in the last year we have 
seen the best of Britain – the best of all of us. 
The Labour Government in Wales, the Labour 
Metro Mayors, and councils throughout the 
country have been an inspiration during the 
pandemic. They have shown day in, day out, 
what active Labour governments at every 
level can do when they put the people first. 

For a boy from Oxted - the son of a tool 
maker and a nurse - to be standing in  
front of you all, as I will on Wednesday, 
represents the greatest privilege of my life.  
I am determined that we seize this moment 
of change together. 

Keir Starmer
Leader of the Labour Party




